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“To Know Christ and Make Him




* Count your age by friends, not years.
Count your life by smiles, not tears.

* Count the blessings, of our legacy.
Passed on, over land and sea.



The Tree of Life a quarterly
newslettet.

Regular Features of Each Edition

* President’s Pen

* Editorial

* Exploring the Psalms

* Meditations



* President’s Pen

As the leader of the Federation, our President, Ann Connan,
wrote on relevant World issues and Federation matters.

She also shared the challenges she faced on a day-to-day basis,

as a home maker a grandmother, in sickness or
weakness and the like. Experiences one could
identity with, for some of us may have been
there at some point in our lives.

Thank you Ann



* Editorial

As Editor it was my privilege to share my thoughts
in the Editorial column.

It was a pleasure to invite Senior Friends of the
Federation to write the Guest Editorials. They were:
Shirley Mildred Thomas, the former Vice President:
South Asia Area: & Joan Stott, former Editor of
TTOL, & former World Secretary



* Exploring the Psalms

The messages of the Psalms reach down
into the depths of human misery and
pain, and stretch up to the most sublime
reaches of heaven itself..

A big thank you to Joan Stott who guided

us in a meaningful reflection.



* Meditations

Through the pages of The Tree of Life we visited
some mountains and reflected on their spiritual
significance.  Several mountains in  Palestine
mentioned in the Bible are made forever sacred by
significant happenings surrounding them.

Together with some Senior Friends of the
Federation, I wrote those meditations.



Highlight of the Quinquennium
The 75'™ Anniversary
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Former Wordd Officers - “T hey Passed on the Baton of Faith ™
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m 1979 | madse the first
contact to enable the
WFRMW to become an NGO
at the United Mations. The
AsEl o it

Eaefore my Enure as President of the WENWW
starbed, | wes. invited to attend a confersnoe heakd
bry the Wiorkd Council of Chunch es. in Bardin on the
status of wormsen . Brigalis Bam, a South African
Methodist, working =t the womens desh at the
WO asbed i | wow ld s peak to the fact that plain,
claan water, easily available, was the numiber
ona nead. That UN and WWOC call was the most
imMmportant workd agend aforour 1981 Assemib b

In an sark wvisit o WSA Methodists | oSS
ocomputens ussd in thelr offices. By 198710 we had
encugh resaeres in the tressury to buy asch
incoming officer (fowr)y a computer and pay for
training. With fax machines it was possible to

accurats reconds. and comimun iica e assih

Officears started to meeet everny year,

our @res Ssssemblies whare regional ties

developed and strengthensd. Computens hawve

I:u:u.ght)n:u.lalltngaﬂ'le{ For this.. we tha nk Bernice
Hanear, Whe lear mt s.0 much from eschothen

My Final and meost forceful public wornds for the
Feda ation wene spolbaen at the final meaeting of
the Workd Methodist Confers noe in Honolulu in
1481, As an ex-officio membar | sat on the
platform. Tha last bt of business wa s to ap prove
of the committess for the ocoming five years. 1
=aw the flaw at once. The lists which must have
besn TO-10{0 names carefully spresd owereach
countny represasntsed only incloded the namea of
o woman. | pointsed owt that only hatf of the
Church meambarship was being oonsidered.
There was a silence and recognition that justice
neaded to ba done.

and we had
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Former World Officers- “They Passed on the Baton of Faith™

During their term of office the World Officers lod with visionand
Dr Navamani Feter, Mirs Lorraine Solomon & Dr Oknah KGm Lah, share theirstories.

Dr Oiah Kim Lah

Inspired by Jesus®" call
according to the Gospel John
15:16, my work as the
President of the World
Federation of Methodist
Women was launched at the
Honolulu Assembly in July
1981. At the first Executive
Meeting, we drew five
priorities that the WFRPMW
shouid accomplish.

They were as follows:

1. Getting admitted to the
United Nations as an NGO
member

2. MakingWFMW history book
3. Making Bridge of Love
among member countries

4. MakingSong of WREMW

S. Maintaining good
relationship with the World
Methodist Coundil

conad__ o page 3

E t. Inthis 2nd Edition,

Dr. Mrs. Navamani E Peter

Unforgettable Experiences
Dear Sisters in the World
Federation,
t was my
privilege for

me to be
part of this
sisterhood
calied the
W.or:1:d
Federation
of Methodist and Uniting
Church Women. | greet you my
sisters around the world as we
celebrate the 75th anniversary
ofthesigningofour Charter.

As the World Vice President |
was asked to lead the Bible
Study during the Ewropean
Conference which met in
Potsdam, East Germany in
Mazy 1989. Susanna Brose
and | waited for 3 hours at the
Berfin Gate to enter into East
Gemany We had a wonderful
fellowship wit h 70 women who
had come from different
countries in Europe. They were
asked to bring whatever food
they could to supplement the
food we had. We were were
safe and secure inside the
Conference Hall, but there
was the Russian Army in
Suard outsidethe hall .

conad__ on page 3

Lotraine Solomon

Highlights & Achievements:
Quinguennium 1986 1991
During and
following the
Nairobi 7th
Assembly,
W o r it d
President
Edith Ming,
Of ficers and
Executive
members concentrated on
developing the significant
achieve ment of NGO Status to
the Economic and Social
Coundil -ECOSOC. ofthe United
Nations. A World Federaton
in New York, was
inauguratwed on January 21,
1987, together with the AME
Women's Missionary Society.
WFMW was invited to serve
on the CONGO BOARD.
Renate Bloem in Geneva and
Rose Catchings in New York
were nominated © serve on
the Board, in Consultative
Status with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council.
WFMW was also awarded
Consultative Status with
UNICE

consd__ onpage S
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Dr Edith Loane
Saﬂoe-totl-bewmd

| was honoured
to be elecEd

WO T 1 d
President at
the World

Assambily,
Singapore. |
was challenged, h | and
joyful to be trusted with this
= ppoi tmes it forsS years.

The “Weavimg
Togathar
IProsgira ™ weers.
another
wondaerful
initiative takan
during the
199 6-2001
Quinguenniuom. As World
President, | wanted to enlags
our circle of imfluence and
presance whikle wvisiting and
netwo rking with all the Aress
arnd their Wnits. n oy opinion,
the Workd President alone
whould never accomplish what
a wam of World Officens could
achiewes.

| proposed that the Word
Officers meeet with Area and
Unit Officers. pror o their Area
Seminar in a “Weaving
Together Program®™:; and
through that experencs, o
connd_ o padge 3

= e mirdt of e mrho bed the WEMUC =i e and
and tunn of the Twenticth Cendury (1991998 & 1996-01) Dr Edhith Ln-rn. Rewv Dr Khashowred Azariah, Mo
Batinr

it the F

Elected to serve in
respons bility and |leadeship,
with mewers: Emmy Low bohn
WP, USa], Aurora Cuodal [Sec.,
Fhilippines] and Martha
FRisgraf [Teas., Germany]. |
oouldn’t hawve asked for better
or more supportive
colleagues. Committes
membe s, representing thae O
Areas and the President

Emarita, were loyal and
s Batty Jambawai
R S ta ylmg
Connected

‘When | became
Waorld VWice
President in
1998 there
weare neither
mwobile phones nor amy e-msil
fagilities in Siema Leone. The
gquickest ways | stayed
connected with Waorld
Fedaration sisters were
through landdine phones. amnd
fmax a luxury for mam inomy
context by then, Posted mails
ook weeks if not months to
reach. It was in these
cha llenging days that the coup
happened in Sierma Leons
forcing me o fles to Guinea. |
felt disconnected, lost and

probably after a month! T

ey ]

it e Hheerm
S —

dedicated women, arxious to
do theirbestfor WE

My first challengs was to
respond i & requesttio alsoact
as Coordinator to the
Woluntesns serving UN on
behalf of WF, in Vienna, Geneva
and MNew York. | agreed and this
becamse not only a s=scond
task, but egual first” with the
Presidency: it remained a
challenge, but openad my enes.
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Bosomary YWass danice Clarls

W oo m oe n
Makimg a
Difference
s thie theeme
“ P J Assemn bly held

S in Horea. The
theme was the result of the
Executive Mesting bhakd in
MNew York in 20004, 1 like to
think it was inspired by some
o F th = unexp=acted
=xparances and revelations
we had in the earlier yvaears of
the qguinguennium., and for
what potential the title heaeld
for helping towards achieving
t h e M il lemmioemm
Developmeant Goals by
S0As.

Im 2002, the Workd Officers
trawelled to the South Pacific
for their Area Seminar in
Christchurch, Mew Zealand.
One day we went for lunch
and keft Thalma Johnson, our
‘Workd Treasurer to rest in the
Student’s COmMImson Moo o
the Campus. When we met
her at the next session, she
hadastory totell. ..

conad__ cnpage S

One of the first
things | nesded
toe do, on
becoming
Secretary of
the World
Federation,
was o kEam how o spall the
wrord oo img e mon i m L
Comect spelliings became an
impo rtant festune of the thosae
fiv years, with =2chnological
advances, communication
could take place acoss the
workd with Aress, Units the
Executive, World Officers and
individualks through and

“T hey Pa ssed on the Baton of Faith ™

y 20012006 “They Pamead on the Bxton

o “Woaring “Black on Thursday® in solicac ty with the LN
e o b irwoived. . crestive _ssercise the

calls um o never give up and “Pross Cnl

e ———————

The Weswving
Togethear
Frogramms
{(WTP) was
imitiated bw
Khwusmnuwd
Araraih whan
she was World President. R
was & progna mims held prior to
each Area Seminar aimed at
Ares Officers to haelp them
undestand the work domne by
the World Federation in msamy
ammas such as the United
Matiors and the resolutions

meore importanth, emasils. A
mitsspalt emsail add ress. me ant
the messae woou kd not arrves.
The Fedarations wabsite took
on  importance too, with
irformation of forthooming
evants, and also photos of
thosa that had talken place.
became a resounce for manmy
Wi N Enoru med thee weoirkd .

Within the task of
oo mun icating with both the
Arpas and Units, was  the
planning of the Weaawving
Together Programms which
ook place pror to each Area
Seminac. .

corma_oe page S
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Each guinguennium the
“WTPF" has taken on differsnt
forms o demonstrate and
undestand the mesolutions
ie Prayers, songs, Banners
ard Litungy. Marry of these
resalutiorns concem s go hand
in hand with the irmeolvement
of the United Natiors e
Chikkdren, Wiolenose, HIWVSAIDS,
Racsm and Gender Justice.

Tha World Federmstom wss
gEramted “Spaclial
Consultathve Status with the
Umnited Matons™ in 18683

consd_ o page S
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Sigrming ofthe Charter, on October, 26th, 1939, marked the beginning of our Waodd Federaticn.
Thisyear 200143, marks the TSt Ao ve reany.
201 1-201E, Wiardd O cers” howglvts at this mrceme mbows: tiomes
. Imhmdpstmﬁﬁmrs..dnmﬂng]dm tnguw.mﬂoa*msw Jhapee kot wes

gﬂing - Rej oloe in the Lord ah e ™ - . man be of great servoe to the Lord. ..
I — T
Ann Connan Regula Stotr Caria B th Leu Pupuilu
At this Rejoicein the I am from Talofa lawva,
mamaoarablsa Lord alwsnys; Panama, Latin Hia-ora and
tirmea in  the again | say Armarica Anaa, Hi, to all the
life of the Rajoiceal married to sisters,
W o r 1 d i " Eduando Smith daughters
Federation, | This wverse of " an ordained and mothers
am humbilad i Philippians presbyter and of our great
that | am in a position of 4:4 was given to mea at my | accompany him in his Drganization.
lmadearship | stand in awe of confirmation when | was ministry. We hawve threa - .
past World Officers and the sixtean years old. For me it daughtars, Sharon, Karan Lp fnrlt;rmmm ?;:ﬂezﬁ
inspiring job they have done hastwo components: and Carlyr. Sharon and her And eveny one of yow for your
o Enow our orEanisation and contd_ an page S ekl on pege2 continual support. Coming to
:‘I‘::’o:f; :h'g"""“;i"; :‘ g: “Word Officers - 1956- 2011 - the half way point in our
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led us "To know Christ and to W o A THWEE i i i si
- . Edith Loane . : ans Financial Crisis and
make Him known I ever | et W Maslandg ..-- .F,-sr"‘ w - Recession that some
should think | am special | o P.t:;.{_ Mia Addali o w "“‘”; counties if not all, who ans
because of the pasition | ffEl.' | gy LOW o woriel Stenns part of our Organization hawve
hold, 1 only nesd remind - A 2 Jommeoon beesa 1 b a lin g weith .
myself of the journey Fve -
been on to this point. As | hawe spent time at the
clack can S
Solomon ]ﬁﬂi"i e 3 A Araa Weaving Togather and
:pl':mhat the last m::"f Thomas Hicholsds Eaile Ly Gomxt-gmoe Seminar programmes, | hawe
oW m:hﬁﬂ'tﬁh"fﬁ"ﬂ ar e — C‘]‘I:lbh.‘l.ﬂ.' Fozzc 'E.ﬂ-iﬂl e spoken about the financial
going when she was o e PTeT padeh ROlsbom o e H maay difficulty thatwe'ne in and how
widowead whean Iwasoﬂh'_?— - I  maiee ae Fee Elizabeth Kissack with your support we can get
Of how hope kept us going Exrie=® iy = o MmeRLIAIL back to a stronger position
through some difficult tmes Ehostnud Azarian o0 P than before; Fm struck with a
as John and | servad for 12 E M Thelsa Johnson

sarmaofhope that these plans
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Documenting The Ongoing work in the Areas,
IS Important for posterity

Women have always been an
iIntegral part of the Church .
and opportunities of service are
provided to be used for the
glory of God and service of
people.

The Area Officers encouraged the
women of the Areas to share their stories.

The 2015-2016 Editions were colourful displays of hard work,
commitment and creativity of our women.

The leadership of our Area Presidents & Vice Presidents is
commendable.



Area Presidents &
Vnce Presndents
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